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WELCOME

Dear Pastor,

Welcome to the Midwestern District Council 12th Episcopal District of the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World,
Inc. We are excited you are part of this fellowship as we work together to help build up one another so we together
as MDC pastors will do a great work for the Lord through the MDC and our churches.

The programs and events we sponsor are designed to strengthen the fellowship among MDC pastors, churches
and strengthen our skills to lead our churches to success, inspiring our congregations to follow their pastoral
leadership to victory by building strong churches to accomplish our kingdom assignments. We believe strong
churches make a strong council! We place a high value on the MDC Pastors and want you to prosper by being
part of this fellowship of the PAW. As the Diocesan of the Midwestern District Council, it is with great pleasure
to welcome you to the Midwestern District Council of the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Inc.

If you have any questions, feel free to give me a call 314.867.1233, ext. 105 (church office) or 314.482.5057
(cell). Again, welcome to the MDC!

Your Servant in Christ,

Bishop L.O. Jones, Diocesan of the MDC
12 Episcopal District of the P.A. of W., Inc.
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MIDWESTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL (MDC)
OF
THE PENTECOSTAL ASSEMBLIES OF THE WORLD, INC.

The MDC is the 12 Episcopal Diocese of the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Inc., also known as the
PAW. The MDC diocese was established in 1945 with Bishop Snipes serving as its first diocesan.

The geographic boundaries of the MDC extends to western Missouri along Highway 65 and extends east into
parts of southern Illinois. Geographically the MDC covers approximately 350 miles.

The MDC is led by a Diocesan Bishop who is appointed by the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Inc.
Bishop Board. The Diocesan serves as Chief Executive Officer of the council and serves until the mandatory
retirement age of 78 years old and prior to their 79% birthday.

The MDC Office Location:

320 Brookes Drive Suite 122

Hazelwood, MO 63042

(314) 400-8234

https.//www.mdc-paw.com

There are no present office hours at the MDC Office, it is by appointment only.

The Diocesan’s Office Location:
3690 Pershall Road

Ferguson, MO 63135

(314) 867-1233, ext. 105

The General Council elects the following officers to serve a 4 year term and not to exceed two terms, they work
with and report to the MDC Diocesan:

MDC Executive Board (elected officers)
Position Name Term
¢ Chairman Suff. Bishop Oscar Houston, Jr. 4 years

e IstVice Chairman  Suff. Bishop Ronald E. Stephens 4 years
e 2nd Vice Chairman. Suff. Bishop Elliot B. Coleman 4 years

e General Secretary  Dr Niares A. Hunn 4 years
e Asst. Gen. Secretary Elder Caleb T. Kirksey 4 years
e Treasurer Dist. Elder Julian R. Johnson 4 years
e Asst. Treasurer Dist. Eld. Harmon L. Swanigan 4 years
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MDC MAP

The MDC consists of 350 miles.
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The following positions; Suffragan Bishop and District Elders are appointed by the Diocesan to assist the
Diocesan with Ecclesiastical matters that may arise in the MDC:

MDC Suffragan Bishop Responsibilities

The office of the Suffragan Bishop was created to assist the Diocesan to fulfill the vision of that diocese. Most
Suffragan Bishops will oversee a jurisdiction assigned by the Diocesan to promote growth, represent the Diocesan
as needed to the churches in their jurisdiction and handle those affairs with pastors and churches in their
jurisdiction.

e Suffragan Bishops:

o Suffragan Bishop Ron Stephens Jurisdiction #1
0 Suffragan. Bishop Oscar Houston Jurisdiction #2
0 Suffragan. Bishop Robert K. Buckner, Sr. Jurisdiction #3
o0 Suffragan. Bishop Illona W. Dickson Jurisdiction #4
0 Suffragan. Bishop Gregory Wells, Sr. Jurisdiction #5
0 Suffragan Bishop Elliot B. Coleman Jurisdiction #6

e Suffragan Bishops Emeritus:
0 Sfg. Bishop A. John McCoy Emeritus
o Sfg. Bishop Paul H. Evans Emeritus

Included is page 57 of the PAW 2015 Minute Book regarding Suffragan Bishops.
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MDC District Elder Responsibilities

The office of the District Elder was created to assist the Diocesan to fulfill the vision of that diocese. District
Elders are appointed by the Diocesan.

The District Elder is to oversee the churches they have been assigned by the Suffragan Bishop of the jurisdiction
and responsible to keep in contact with those pastors to build sound, healthy relationships and to help the Diocesan
and Suffragan Bishops with congregations as possible, when needed.

The District Elder is to reach out to non-MDC churches for the sake of growing the MDC. District Elders should
invite them to the jurisdictional services, give them information about the MDC, encourage them that it will be
good for them and lead them to become part of the MDC.

The District Elder is responsible prior to each council to reach out to their assigned pastors to encourage them to
attend the council sessions, remind them to pay their church reports and if needed, collect their church reports.

The District Elder shall investigate and settle issues that they have been assigned to handle and report them to the
Bishop of the Diocese. (PAW Minute Book, 2014, page. 69)

An individual may be eligible for District Elder that is in good standing with the body for at least three years.

They must also be an ordained minister. (PAW Minute Book, 2014, page. 69)

e District Elders:

o District Elder Dr. Charles J. Cummings Jurisdiction #1
o District Elder Eric Battle Jurisdiction #1
o District Elder James E. Coats Jurisdiction #2
o District Elder Robert Nelson Jurisdiction #2
o District Elder Julian R. Johnson Jurisdiction #3
o District Elder Delk Webb Jurisdiction #3
o District Elder Harmon Swanigan Jurisdiction #3
o District Elder Lance Bryant Jurisdiction #4
o District Elder May E. Johnson Jurisdiction #4
o District Elder Ronnie Carter Jurisdiction #5
o District Elder James Gordon Jurisdiction #5
o District Elder Anthony D. Pettiford, Sr. Jurisdiction #5
o District Elder Allen Rudd Jurisdiction #5
o District Elder LaRue Sutherlin Jurisdiction #6
o District Elder L.J. Harvey Jurisdiction #6
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Current Diocesan: Bishop Larry O. Jones

The current Diocesan, BISHOP LARRY O. JONES, was installed in 2012. He is the founding pastor of Greater
Grace Church, which was planted in 1984. The church is presently located in Ferguson, MO.

The Diocesan serves as the Chief Executive Officer of the MDC.

The Midwestern District Council has had 7 Diocesan Bishop’s since its formation in 1945.

Preceding Diocesans were as follows:

e Bishop James Leo Sipes (1945 - 1951)
e Bishop Austin Augustus Layne (1951 -1967)
e Bishop Phillip Lee Scott (1967 — 1987)
e Bishop James Archie Johnson (1987 — 2000)
e Bishop Alphonso Scott (2000 — 2010)
e Bishop Charles Haywood Ellis, IIT (2010 —2012)
e Bishop Larry O. Jones (2012 — Present)

e Bishop Emeritus Currently in the MDC:
0 Bishop Alphonso Scott (former Diocesan)
0 Bishop Jesse Battle, Jr.

MDC COUNCIL CHAIRMEN

The current Chairman is Suffragan Bishop Oscar Houston, elected in 2015. He is the pastor of Zion Apostolic
Church.

The Chairman severs as the Chief Operating Officer of the MDC.

The Midwestern District Council has had 6 Council Chairmen since its formation:
Elder Austin Layne

Elder P.L. Scott (1967-1987)

Suffragan Bishop Jesse L. Battle, Sr. (1987 — 1991)

Suffragan Bishop Paul H. Evans, Sr. (1991 - 2000)

Suffragan Bishop Larry O. Jones (2000 — 2006)

Suffragan Bishop John H. Pettiford (2006 — 2009)

Suffragan Bishop Illona W. Dickson (2009 —2015)

Suffragan Bishop Oscar Houston (2015 — Present)
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MDC Auxiliaries

The MDC has nine current Auxiliaries listed below:

Young People’s Union

Missionary & Christian Women

Men’s Ministry

Single’s Ministry

Christian Education

Usher’s Alliance

Health Professionals

Minister’s Wives & Widows

International Missions

Please reference MDC Constitution & Bylaws for more information regarding the MDC Auxiliaries.

“Strong Churches Make A Strong Council”
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12
Auxiliary Director

The Diocesan appoints Auxiliary Directors, which are selected from the MDC pastors to act as an overseer of
each auxiliary.

Auxiliary Director Duties

1.
2.

Act as an advisor to the Auxiliary.

The Director shall give guidance to ensure that the Auxiliary remains in conformity to the laws of the
PAW, Inc, and the MDC.

The policies as formulated by the PAW Executive Board and the MDC Executive Board. If there is
controversy concerning PAW or MDC law, doctrine, or practices and the discussion becomes impasse,
the director’s decision shall be stand and adhered.

If the Auxiliary does not agree with the decision of the Auxiliary Director, it shall have the right to
appeal the MDC Executive Board in the next session.

The Auxiliary Director shall submit a written report to the MDC Executive Board during the July
summer council, (PAW Minute Book, 2014, page. 81)
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MDC Departments:

The MDC has other operating departments listed below that operate throughout the year.

Evangelism & Outreach Pastor Angela Parker
Fine Arts Dr, Darren Little
Ministerial Alliance Elder Andrew Williams
Credentials Dr. Rachel Webb

MDC Committees

The MDC has committees that operate primarily during the council sessions.

Altar/Baptism Pastor Angela Parker

Resolution Suff. Bishop Paul H. Evans

“Strong Churches Make A Strong Council”



MDC Credentials Department

The Credentials Department is led by Dr. Rachel Webb. The department is responsible to collect the fees for
the PAW license renewal and for ordination classes to be licensed and ordained.

Most MDC ministers credentials are renewed during the July Council, some in November, however, no
credentials are renewed during the April Council.

Annual License/Credentials Fees:

The Cost of PAW license/credentials annually are as follows:

o Bishop.......ooovvveeiiiiininnin, $510.00
o Suffragan Bishop............... $260.00
o District Elder ................... $210.00
o Pastors...........coeiniiennnnn. $160.00
o Ordination........................ $110.00
o License......c.coovvvvvininivnnnnns $85.00
o Fellowship Fee.................... $35.00

Reduced fees for ministers 62 years of age and older.....$60.00 (Licenses/Ordination)

Please note: A $10 Processing Fee is included for all Credentials listed above!!

P.A. of W, Inc. Convention Expense Offerings

The Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Inc. asks for a special annual offering from those holding the
following position as of 2020:

e Diocesans $3,000.00
e Suffragan Bishops $ 750.00
o District Elders $ 500.00
e Pastors $ 300.00
e Licensed Ministers $ 200.00

Offerings can be paid by the following methods: Givelify, Cash App, Mail to Headquarters or Call in with
credit/debit card

“Strong Churches Make A Strong Council”
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MDC VISION
MDC Vision: Overview
Bishop Jones’ Vision for Diocese

e The Vision of the Council Consists of Nine Components
o Leadership

o Unity in the Council
It takes our General Council and the Auxiliaries sharing the same ideology for our diocese by all
of us embracing our motto “Proclaiming the Gospel, Jesus is Lord.”

* Qur goal is to have at least 1000 people in attendance each night of the council, which is
only 25% of the MDC. We must offer programming that will boost the attitude of the
attendee to servitude as well as motivate our members to serve more effectively in their
local church and the MDC. To accomplish such, we must be on the same page working
toward the goals of the diocese.

* To aid in the process, our Council Sessions will have themes, which will help us to get
the same message out to council attendees.

o Value our Resources (People)
Respecting all people, appreciating one another and encouraging everyone to have a mind to
work to build their home church, the MDC and the P.A. of W. as we promote commitment and
loyalty.

o Growth of the MDC
Our goal is to grow the MDC to at least 100+ churches.
To achieve this we must:
* Recruit independent Apostolic Churches
Establish churches in cities with a population of 10,000 people or more located within the
diocese, which will require MDC to enhance its evangelism arm to go into the different cities
with a goal to establish churches. Cities such as:
[0 Jefferson City, MO
O Columbia, MO
[l Cape Girardeau, MO
0 Sikeston, MO
[0 Carbondale, IL
The diocese must make sure that the church being established have financial support to operate for
at least a year or two and the Pastor to have a salary.

o Ministry Development (MDC Institute)

* To help our churches become stronger, we need to finalize the development of the MDC
Ministry Institute, which will help our pastors by teaching church growth methodology,
leadership training, effective team building, etc.

=  We will sponsor seminars for pastors and their staffs not only at Council time but at
various times throughout the year.
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MDC VISION

o Communication

Establish MDC Multi-media/Marketing Ministry

Enhancing an interactive website connecting the MDC through Facebook

Texting

Other various means reaching the masses to make sure the MDC is informed
Creating new methods of marketing our council within and without our churches to
increase overall involvement and attendance at council.

Establish a newsletter to be printed 3 times a year.

MDC Ambassadors (Outreach to MDC Churches)

o Staffing the MDC

We need to establish the MDC Connection Department. (Human Resources). This
department will recruit staff and be responsible to create and maintain a database of the
membership at large to include their talents, skills and passion.

o Council Programming

Annual Leadership Summit (review of goals and objectives)
MDC Rally Day

Pastor’s Retreat (re-establish the event)

MDC Worker’s Conference

Open lunch with Bishop — for Pastors— every other month
Outreach Revival

Monthly Seminars

Pastor’s Breakfast (3 times per year)

Pastor’s Christmas Party

Suff. Bishop/Dist. Elder Meetings

o Finance

In order for any vision to come to pass we need provision.

We need to develop a Partner Program from the membership of the MDC that have
businesses. It takes all of us and our resources to be successful.

MDC Ways & Means Department (generating income)

o Building Relationships

“Strong Churches Make A Strong Council”
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MDC Pastor Benefits & Responsibilities

MDC Pastor Benefits
¢ Being in fellowship with pastors of like faith
e Continuous education, various seminars and workshops
¢ Resource center to help your church to grow

MDC Pastor Responsibilities
Attend Council Sessions (April, July, November)

1
2 Attend Tri-Annual Pastor’s Breakfast

3. Encourage your members to attend council sessions

4 Encourage members to be involved in auxiliaries of the council
5 MDC Church Financial Responsibilities:

» Any church that has 100 members or less, your assessment for the year is a total of $500.00. You may
pay $167 November Council, $167 April Council, $166 July Council, totaling $500.00. Iam asking every
church that has 100 members or less to support this council with your assessment of $167 this November
2011 Council Session.

* Churches with 101+ members, the assessment is $5 per member. For example, if you have 200 members,
your assessment for the year is $1,000. For a church that size, they would pay the annual assessment the
following way; $333 November Council, $333 April Council, $334 July Council, totaling $1,000. So
any church with 101 or more members simply multiply your church membership number times $5 to
obtain your annual assessment.

PAW Assessments

= The PAW assesses each council an annual assessment. The MDC is responsible to pay the PAW
$36,000.00 annually. To raise these funds, each pastor is required to pay a PAW Annual Assessment.
Like the MDC Assessments, the PAW Assessments are yearly payments that are categorized by the
number of memberships.

* Your PAW Assessment is as follows:

* All churches with 1-19 members are asked to give at least $10 per week, which totals $521 per

. Xel?rc‘:hurches with 20-49 members are asked to give at least $17 per week, which totals $884 per

. zzlirchurches with 50-99 members are asked to give at least $24 per week, which totals $1,248 per

. ﬁ&llrc.:hurches with 100-200 members are asked to give at least $32 per week, which totals $1,664
per year.
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MDC Tri-Annual Church Report Date

Please Circle: April Tuly November

Please Circle which location you prefer to receive mail: Church Address or Home Address

Church Information:
Church Name:

Membership Size:

Chuch
Address:

# Street City State Zip Code

Church Phone: Church Fax:

Church Website:

Pastor Personal Information:

Name:

Home
Address:

# Street City State Zip Code

Home Phone: Cell Phone:
Email:
Church Assessment:

MDC Assessment:

P.A. of W, Inc. Assessment:
Host Church Offering:
International Missions Offering:
Bishop's Offering:

TOTAL:

{ ded cffers = £100)

(recommended offering 50}
( ded ebfsring $200)

Assessment Information:

MDC Monies are used fo run the operations of our local council. Typically paid in 3 installments
(APRIL/JULY/NOVEMBER); PAW Funds are used to pay our annual assessment to the P.A. of W,,
Inc. Typically paid in 3 installments (APRIL/JULY/NOVEMBER)

MDC Assessment  Yearky Per Councsd

“Strong Churches Make A Strong Council”

1-106 $500 5167 1-19 5364 §121
100 + $5/member 55/member 20-49 728 243
50-3% $1,092 %364 50-99 §1,092 5364
100-200 $1,456 $486 100-200 51,456 5486
> 200 51,820 5607 > 200 $1,820 5607
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THE PENTECOSTAL ASSEMBLIES OF THE WORLD, INC.

The Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Inc. is headed and lead by the Presiding Bishop.
The P.A. of W., Inc. leadership consists of three parts:

1. Elective Executive Office

2. Executive Bishop Council

3. General Bishop Board

The following are the list of elected officers of the Parent Body of the P.A. of W, Inc.

Presiding Bishop Bishop Theodore L. Brooks North Haven, CT
1% Assistant Presiding Bishop Bishop Mark Tolbert Kansas City, MO
2™ Assistant Presiding Bishop Bishop Michael Hannah, Sr. Boston, MA
General Secretary Suff. Bishop Craig S. High  Springfield, OH
Asst. General Secretary Suff. Bishop Ann Story-Pratt Ohio

General Treasurer Suff. Bishop Maxie Dobson North Carolina
Asst. General Treasurer Suff. Bishop Leon E. Park

Executive Bishop Board (EBC)

The governing board of the P.A. of W., Inc. (also called the Board of Directors) is the Executive Bishop
Council (EBC), which consists of about 17 members chaired by the Presiding Bishop. These members serve a 4
year term.

General Bishop Board. Also, the P.A. of W, Inc. has a Voting Board called The General Bishop Board,
which consists of 70 diocesans. The diocese are listed. The MDC is the 12% Episcopal District. These
members serve for life or until retirement or death.

PAW PRESIDING PRELATES
The Pentecostal Assemblies of the World has had 11 Presiding Prelates since its inception:
1. Garfield Thomas Haywood (1925 - 1931)
2. Samuel Joshua Grimes (1932 - 1967)
3. Ross Perry Paddock (1967 - 1974)
4. Francis Leonard Smith (1974 — 1980)
5. Lawrence E. Brisbin (1980 - 1986)
6. James Archie Johnson (1986 — 1992)
7. Paul Alexander Bowers (1992 - 1998)
8. Norman Leonard Wagner (1998 — 2004)
9. Dr. Horace E. Smith, M.D. (2004 — 2010)
10. Charles H. Ellis, III (2010 -2018)
11. Theodore Brooks (2018-Present
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PAW Convention/Bishop Board Meeting

The PAW sponsors an Annual Summer Convention normally convene the last week of July —First week of
August, beginning on a Saturday.

The PAW sponsors The Bishop Board Meeting, which is normally in the third week of March at a council
setting.
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What P.A. of W, Inc. Believes and Teaches
Per the 2015 P.A. of W,, Inc. Minute Book

ABOUT THE BIBLE:
The Bible is the infallible Word of God and the authority for salvation and Christian living. (II Timothy 3:16)

ABOUT GOD:

There is one God, who has revealed Himself as our Father, in His Son Jesus Christ, and as the Holy Spirit.
Jesus Christ is God manifested in flesh. He is both God and man. (Deuteronomy 6:4; Ephesians 4:4-6;
Colossians 2:9; I Timothy 3:16)

ABOUT SIN AND SALVATION:

Everyone has sinned and needs salvation. Salvation comes by grace through faith based on the atoning sacrifice
of Jesus Christ. Our basic and fundamental doctrine shall be the Bible standard of full salvation, which is the
absolute essentiality of repentance, baptism in water by immersion in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the initial sign of speaking with other tongues as the
Spirit gives utterance. (Romans 3:23-25; 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-9; John 3:3-5; Acts 2:38; I Peter 3:20, 21; Mark
16:16; Titus 3:5)

We believe the Bibles teaches that the above statement to be essential and not subsequent to salvation.

ABOUT THE GOSPEL:

The saving gospel is the good news that Jesus died for our sins, was buried, and rose again. We obey the gospel
by repentance (death to sin), water baptism in the name of Jesus Christ (burial), and receiving the gift of the
Holy Spirit (resurrection). (I Corinthians 15:1-4; Acts 2:4, 37-39; Romans 6:3-4)

ABOUT CHRISTIAN LIVING:

As Christians we are to love God and others. We should live a holy life inwardly and outwardly, and worship
God joyfully. The supernatural gifts of the Spirit, including healing, are for the church today. (Mark 12:28-31;
II Corinthians 7:1; Hebrews 12:14; I Corinthians 12:8-10)

ABOUT THE FUTURE:

Jesus Christ is coming again to catch away His church. In the end will be the final resurrection and the final
judgment.
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PAW Board of Bishops

BISHOPS BOARD & EPISCOPAL DISTRICTS

1 — New York State Council

2 — Greater Pennsylvania State Council

3 — Ohio District Council

4 — Apostolic Bible Students

Association of Indiana

5 — Northern District (MI, Ontario) Council

6 — Illinois District Council

7 — Minnesota, Wisconsin and Dakota Council
8 — Greater Tri-State (IA, NE, WY) Council

9 — Alabama District Council

10 — Mississippi & West Tennessee District
11 — Kentucky & Tennessee Council

12 — Midwestern District Council

13 — Texas State Council

14 — Heart of America Council of Churches
15 — Mountain States Council

16 — Northern California District Council

17 — Pacific Northwest District Council

18 — Arkansas District Council

19 — Northeast District Council

20 — Connecticut District Council

21 — New Jersey State Council

22 - DC, Delaware & Maryland District Council
23 — West Virginia & East Tennessee Council
24 — South Carolina State Council

25 — Nevada State Council

26 — Oklahoma State Council

27 — Louisiana State Council

28 — Virginia State Council

29 — Florida State Council

30 — Georgia State Council

31A — European Council Of Nations (East)
31B — European Council Of Nations (West)
32A — India District Council

32B — India District Council

33 — Nigeria Eastern District Council (West Africa)
34 — Sierra Leone District Council (West Africa)
35 — Liberia District Council (West Africa)
36 — Eastern Caribbean Council of Nations

37 — Jamaica District Council

38 — Haiti District Council

39 — Bahamas District Council

40 — Egypt District Council
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41 — Ghana District Council (West Africa)

42 — Togo District Council

43 — South Pacific District Council

44 — Zimbabwe District Council

45 — Southern Philippines District Council

46 — Hawaii District Council

47 — Kenya District Council

48 — Brazil District Council

49 — South Africa Council

50 — Nigeria, West Africa District Council

51 — Northern Philippines District Council

52 — Far East District Council

53 — Cameroon District Council (West Africa)

54 — Dominican Republic District Council

55 — Canada District Council

56 — Alaska District Council

57 — Baja/California/Mexico District Council

58 — North Carolina District Council \
59 — Venezuela District Council

60 — (Western Cape) South Africa District Council
61 — Colorado State Council

62 — Uganda Africa District Council

63 — Santo Domingo District Council

64 — (Eastern Cape) South Africa District Council
65 — (Mpumalanga Province) South Africa District Council
66 — Central California District Council

67 — Southern California District Council

68 — Puerto Rico District Council

69 — Tanzania District Council

70 — Zulu, Natal Province District Council
Unassigned
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EMERITUS BISHOPS
There are those Bishops called Emeritus Bishops who have retired from their diocese but are allowed to sit with
the General Bishop Board.

Bishop Vanuel C. Little
Bishop William R. Jones
Bishop Enebong E. Ephraim
Bishop Alphonso Scott
Bishop Frank Cuomo
Bishop Nathaniel J. Davis, Sr.
Bishop Nealon Guthrie
Bishop Charles Davis

HONORARY BISHOPS
Honorary Bishops are those that are allowed to sit with the General Board of Bishops because they were past the
age that the P.A. of W, Inc. allows for a person to be made a Bishop and because of their work in the P.A. of W.,
Inc. they were made Honorary Bishops.

Bishop Marvin Donaldson
Bishop Ermest J. Miller
Bishop Eulah M. Nelson
Bishop Stewart Reese Jr.
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History of the MDC
Midwestern District Council

In that same year that the United Pentecostal church was formed, the Midwestern District Council was established
in 1945 in St. Louis, Missouri. Although there were churches already established in the Midwest; there was no
established council. As stated earlier, in the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Incorporated history, when the
organization met in St. Louis, Missouri in 1918 with Minister J.J. Frazee conducting a business meeting, Elder
Robert C. Lawson was there preaching the Oneness Doctrine at Central Baptist Church (one of the oldest churches
in St. Louis). A small group of people accepted the message and decided to establish an assembly in St. Louis.

Although this was one of the meetings recognized in history, the PAW, Inc. also had another meeting in St. Louis
where Glenn A. Cook brought the message in January 1915 after he met J. Roswell Flowers in Indianapolis,
Indiana in 1907. He did not accept the message at first and even warned G.T. Haywood to refrain from meeting
with Flowers but Haywood had already been re-baptized. But the sole purpose of the meeting January 17-27,
1918 was to discuss the merger with G.A. of A.A (General Assemblies of the Apostolic Assemblies). Thus, they
held a special council in St. Louis, Missouri to discuss the merger on Tuesday, January 22, 1918. During the time
of its meeting, the G.A. of A.A. was only approximately 2 years old because they held their 1%
meeting/convocation in Eureka Springs, Arkansas on Thursday, December 28, 1916 until Friday, January 5, 1917.
Their officers at this time were Chairman: Daniel C.O. Opperman (Eureka Springs, AR), Secretary: Lee Floyd,
Credentials Committee: Howard A. Goss (Hot Springs, AR), and Member of Credentials Committee: H.G.
Rodgers (Stuttgart, AR).

However, Elder Lawson knew that he was not going to remain in the area so he introduced Elder Austin Augustus
Layne of New York, New York who became the leader of this group. On Wednesday, November 20, 1918, Elder
Austin and Sister Selena Layne arrived to St. Louis, Missouri and upon their arrival they took over a small church
that had approximately seven to twelve people. The little flock held religious services on Market Street in a
storefront church with a seating capacity of about thirty. At that time, people in St. Louis were very much against
the Pentecostal Movement and they referred to Elder Austin Layne as the “Anti-Christ.”

Nevertheless, Elder Layne continued to preach the gospel and the little flock grew and he established Temple
Church of Christ in 1922. It is recognized as one of the oldest apostolic churches in the area. Prior to the
organization of the Midwestern District Council, several ministers who were members of the Pentecostal
Assemblies of the World fellowshipped with other local ministers of St. Louis, Missouri who has like precious
faith. The ministers of the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World fellowshipped on Monday Nights with other
local ministers like Bishop Columbus Williams who was the pastor of Church of the Christ Divine. Even though
there was no Midwestern District Council, the ministers who were apart of the Pentecostal Assemblies of the
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World were governed by the leadership of Bishop Samuel N. Hancock of Detroit, Michigan (assigned to the state
of Illinois) or Bishop Karl F. Smith (assigned to the states of Indiana, Missouri, Colorado, and Kansas).

However, it was not until later, that other churches were established such as:
e Bethesda Temple of the Apostolic Faith — Elder Morris E. Golder, Pastor
Lively Stone Church of God — Elder Phillip Lee Scott, Pastor
Refuge Temple Church — Elder William F. Thompson, Pastor
New Bethel Temple — Elder Eurcell C. Seales, Pastor
Christ Temple — Elder Walter Scott, Pastor
Good News Temple — Elder Emmanuel L. Gordon, Pastor
The Pentecostals of Troy — Elder Everett M. Lowery, Pastor

It is these churches and pastors who were responsible for founding and organizing the Midwestern District
Council. These ministries were located within a 150 mile radius of one another and had great fellowship amongst
one another. As a result, this group of pastors attended the National Convention of the Pentecostal Assemblies of
the World Incorporated in 1945 in Indianapolis, Indiana and made an appeal to the Executive Board of the PAW,
Inc. for permission to start a council with the name of Midwestern District Council. The members of the Executive
Board at this time were:

e Bishop Harry Bamett Niles, Michigan

e Bishop Samuel Grimes New York, New York
e Missionary Hilda Reeder Indianapolis, Indiana
e Bishop Floyd I. Douglas Los Angeles, California
e Bishop Samuel Nathan Hancock Detroit, Michigan

e Bishop Bennie Nelson Red Wing, Minnesota
e Bishop David Schultz Louisville, Kentucky
e Elder Robert F. Tobin Indianapolis, Indiana
e Bishop Fred L. Clark Warren, Ohio

e Bishop Karl F. Smith Columbus, Ohio

e Bishop James Leo Sipes Bedford, Ohio

This consisted of churches from Southern Illinois and Missouri. The Executive Board approved this new council
with Bishop James Leo Sipes assigned as the Diocesan. He served the Midwestern District Council faithfully
while his wife Sister Ruth Sipes served as the Secretary for the International Young People’s Union and as an
officer of the Ministers' Wives of the P.A.W. Since the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World approved the
Midwestern District Council to become a council, it became the 12% Episcopal District of the Pentecostal
Assemblies of the World, Inc. The first Executive Board and general officers were:

e Chairman: District Elder Austin A. Layne
e Vice Chairman: Elder Everett M. Lowery

e Secretary: Elder Morris Ellis Golder

e Treasurer: Elder Eurcell C. Seales
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Under the leadership of Bishop Sipes as the Diocesan, District Elder Layne was found to be a great leader and
helped the diocese to form many important components of the council such as the Women’s Auxiliary, Usher’s
Alliance, and Young People’s Union.

The members of the Midwestern District Council were so impressed with District Elder Layne’s leadership
abilities as Chairman of the Council that they composed a letter and sent it to Bishop Samuel Grimes, the Presiding
Prelate of the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Inc. They requested that District Elder Layne be installed as
the Bishop of the Midwestern District Council. The Executive Board accepted the request and appointed District
Elder Layne as the Bishop of the Midwestern District Council in 1951. With his elevation to the office of Bishop,
he also became a member of the Executive Board of the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Inc.

This also brought about a change to the total number of members on the Executive Board from its beginning count
of 5 to our current Board of Bishops consisting of 12 formal members and Lay Directors from various regions of
the United States and Emeritus Bishops who once served but are either semi or fully retired. Accordingly, our
current organizational structure is divided by state or country, called a council, which is headed by a Diocesan
Bishop who is appointed by the Board of Bishops. A Diocesan Bishop can have as many as three assistants, called
Suffragan Bishops. The Suffragan Bishop only holds the authority granted by the Diocesan Bishop, which usually
includes governance over a region or particular state. Reporting to the Suffragan Bishops is the office of District
Elder who oversees and assists the Elders (Pastors and their churches) in their district. This could be as few as 3
churches and with no limit on maximum number, but typically less than 25.

Hence, when Bishop Austin A. Layne became the Diocesan, there were 9 churches in the Midwestern District
Council:

1. Bethesda Temple of the Apostolic Faith; St. Louis, Missouri
Elder James A. Johnson, Pastor

2. Temple Church of Christ; St. Louis, Missouri
Bishop Austin A. Layne, Pastor

3. Christ Temple; Kansas City, Missouri
Elder Walter Scott, Pastor

4. Good News Temple; Kansas City, Missouri
Elder E. L. Gordon, Pastor

5. Shining Light Pentecostal Church; St. Louis, Missouri
Elder J.J. Griffin, Pastor

6. El Bethel Temple; Kinloch, MO
Elder John Jones, Pastor

7. Greater New Bethel Temple; East St. Louis, Illinois
District Elder E.C. Seales, Pastor
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8. Lively Stone Church; St. Louis, Missouri
Elder Phillip Lee Scott, Pastor

9. Refuge Temple Church; East St. Louis, Illinois
Elder William F. Thompson, Pastor

Bishop Layne was an exemplary leader and really strived to progress the council. He was a strong advocate holy
living and education. He served as the International Young People’s Union’s Director and offered godly counsel
to many of the young people in the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World such as Elder Robert McMurray, Elder
Charles Watkins, and Elder William Abney. He served as the Diocesan Bishop until his death on October 15,
1967. Prior to his death and during his tenure, the churches of Southern Illinois and Missouri were re-aligned in
1959 when Bishop Raymond Robinson of Ohio was assigned to serve as the Diocesan of the Northwestern District
Council (NWDC). This council was formed with the following states: Colorado, Kansas, and western Missouri
at Highway 65. Thus, the following churches were moved from the Midwestern District Council (MDC) to the
Northwestern District Council:

1. Christ Temple; Kansas City, Missouri Elder Walter Scott, Pastor
2. Good News Temple; Kansas City, Missouri Elder E. L. Gordon, Pastor

Likewise, the Executive Board of the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Incorporated ruled in 1960 that all
new churches in the area of the Northwestern District Council be affiliated with this council.

Yet this did not affect the growth of the Midwestern District Council due to separation of churches based on state
boundaries because after the death of Bishop Austin A. Layne, Bishop Phillip Lee Scott who was the pastor of
Lively Stone Church of God at 4015 Saint Louis Avenue St. Louis, Missouri became the Diocesan Bishop. He
served as an Elder under the leadership of Bishop Layne and knew the importance of growing the Council.

As a result, when Elder Phillip Lee Scott joined the Midwestern District Council, he brought several churches
with him into the organization along with the church he had founded, Lively Stone Church of God. During his
tenure, Bishop Scott would often visit 3 to 4 churches on Sunday after his morning worship service and would
leave a nice love offering to encourage the ministers and their churches. The people loved him because of his
warm, genuine, and caring personality. He truly loved God’s peoples. Thus, to encourage the young ministers, he
often urged them to preach and start churches. During Bishop Scott’s tenure, the Council grew from 25 to about
60 churches. The Midwestern District Council also added the Health Professionals, Men’s Ministry, and the
Ministers’ Wives and Widows Auxiliary under his leadership.

Bishop Scott demonstrated his excellent leadership abilities as Council Chairman and Diocesan Bishop by
assigning several men as District Elders and producing its first set of By-Laws in 1978. This demonstrated his
astute administrative abilities and his strong spiritual leadership and guidance through the development of the
Ministerial Seminar. The Ministerial Seminar was held on Saturday Morning during the Midwestern District
Council and was taught by the late District Elder Jesse Leroy Watts, Sr.

Bishop Scott also established the monthly Pastor’s Breakfast to teach, answer questions, and to provide fellowship
among the Pastors. He would also have a Bishop’s Night on Friday Night of the Council to inspire, excite, and
stir the people by preaching and re-affirming the apostolic faith and encouraging the minsters in the council to
continue their work. He was a great leader and loved by all those who knew him. He was greatly missed after he
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departed this life on February 7, 1987. He died after a brief illness and the Midwestern District Council was
saddened by the loss of such a great leader. They remembered Bishop Scott with funeral services lasting for two
days and with approximately 4,000 people attending the funeral services to pay their respect to a great solider in
the Lord.

Bishop James A. Johnson delivered the eulogy with a host of other bishops and public leaders in attendance. To
remember his service to the Midwestern District Council, a memorial stone was laid on the grounds of Lively
Stone Church with the name of all the Midwestern District Council pastors engraved. What is notable is that when
Elder Phillip Lee Scott was elevated to the office of Bishop in October 1967 due to the death of Bishop Austin
A. Layne, the General Secretary of the P.A.W., Elder James A. Johnson was elevated to the office of Bishop in
October 1967. He became the Diocesan Bishop of the 14® Episcopal District (his first Diocese).

But after the death of Bishop Phillip Lee Scott, the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Incorporated transferred
Bishop James A. Johnson from the 14™ District (Northwestern District Council [NWDC] now known as the Heart
of America Council of Churches [HACC]), where he served as the Diocesan for 19 years to the 12 Episcopal
District Council in June 1987. Once Bishop Johnson had transferred he appointed four Suffragan Bishops and
nine District Flders. He also divided the council into four jurisdictions which created twenty new jobs and
expanded the work of the Lord. The Council also grew from 60 churches to 80 churches under his leadership. He
also added the Single People’s Alliance during his tenure.

Also, when he was transferred as the 12™ Episcopal Diocesan Bishop, he was also the Presiding Prelate of the
Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Incorporated while his wife, Mother Josephine Bernice Solomon-Johnson
served as the President of the International Missionary and Christian Women’s Auxiliary. This was an exciting
time in the history of the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Incorporated because this was the first time that a
husband and wife held two top positions in the organization at the same time.

Bishop Johnson was recognized as an outstanding pulpiteer and leader. Bishop Samuel A. Layne has described
him as a well-studied man and one of the greatest Pentecostal preachers. Bishop Johnson is also known for his
holy living and clean lifestyle which is a great example to all believers. Bishop Johnson was known for his
diplomatic and considerate style of leadership by his peers, fellow pastors, and the lay members of the Midwestern
District Council. Bishop Johns was a strong advocate of doing everything in excellence.

During Bishop James A. Johnson’s administration, he was the first Diocesan Bishop to separate the office of
Diocesan Bishop and Council Chairman of the Midwestern District Council. The Midwestern District Council
Chairman’s office has been held by the following individuals:

e Suffragan Bishop Jesse L. Battle, Sr. (1987 — 1991)
e Suffragan Bishop Paul H. Evans, Sr. (1991 — 2000)
o Suffragan Bishop Larry O. Jones (2000 — 2006)
e Suffragan Bishop John H. Pettiford (2006 — 2009)
e Suffragan Bishop Illona Dickson (2009 - 2015)
e District Elder Oscar Houston (2015 — current)

Through all of the administrative changes that Bishop Johnson implemented as the Diocesan Bishop, his desire
was for the council to be unified. He encouraged the members of the Midwestern District Council to accept the
new challenges and to grow in unity and love. The motto during his administration was “Unity Through Love.”
He also desired that the brethren would care for one another and learn to work together. He made great strides as
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the leader of the Midwestern District Council but decided to retire in 2000 after 13 years of service to this great
body of believers.

Due to his retirement, it required that a new Diocesan Bishop be appointed by the Executive Board of the
Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Inc. The mantle then fell on the Honorable Bishop Alphonso Scott after
much prayer, soul searching, and family consultation with his wife First Lady Phyllis Scott. With Bishop Scott
accepting the helm of the Midwestern District Council he knew the great responsibility that came with the
assignment as the son of the late Bishop P.L. Scott. He is truly a son of the Midwestern District Council since his
father served as the 2™ Diocesan Bishop and he succeeded his father as the pastor of the great Lively Stone Church
of God in St. Louis.

Upon acceptance of the assignment, Bishop Scott was elevated to the office of Bishop in 1990 serving the 38%
Episcopal Diocese, on the island of Haiti. After serving there for 6 years he was transferred in 1995 to the 1%
Apostolic Council of Kentucky and Tennessee which is the 11" Episcopal District. With, the Midwestern District
Council having had one of the greatest pulpiteers of the 21st century as its leader, it was apparent that succeeding
such a man would be a challenge for anyone. However, daunting the challenge, Bishop Alphonso Scott accepted
the challenge and implemented the necessary steps to keep the Midwestern District Council moving toward the
fulfillment of Divine purpose.

In order to fulfill that divine purpose, some of the Pastor of the Midwestern District Council wanted to rekindle
the Pentecostal fire in the fellowship of believers by continuing in the same spirit of the council’s theme “Unity
Through Love” that Bishop Johnson has birthed. But Bishop Scott captured the thought and coined the expression
in the council’s new theme “Together We Can!” to encourage the body of believers in the Midwestern District
Council to work together in the spirit of unity and to work together as they did on the day of Pentecost to rebirth
the Pentecostal fire.

Thus, with the newly elected Executive Board of the Midwestern District Council, they accomplished much with
the Executive Board as follows:

This is a noteworthy because this was the first time in the history of the Midwestern District Council that a woman
was elected as the General Secretary in the person of Evangelist Barbara J. Cole and with this team of great
leaders the Pentecostal fire of the Holy Ghost resulted in an explosion of Pentecostal fervor and enthusiasm. This
continued under Bishop Alphonso Scott’s leadership even with a newly elected team in 2006 with the following
Executive Board:

This new administration stepped in to continue the vision of Bishop Alphonso Scott as Aaron and Hur of old,
these executives saw their task clearly as holding up the hands of this modern day Moses to fulfill the vision that
God had birthed in him for the Midwestern District Council. Thus, under his leadership the council grew
numerically, financially, and most of all, spiritually. We were indeed blessed to have such a great leader as Bishop
Alphonso Scott. But after 10 faithful years of service of leading and guiding the Midwestern District Council, the
Honorable Bishop Alphonso Scott retired from his post as the Diocesan of this great host of apostolic believers
in August 2010.

After his retirement, our Presiding Prelate, Bishop Charles Haywood Ellis, II served as our interim Diocesan
Bishop from August 2010 until November 2012. At this time, Bishop Larry O. Jones was installed as our next
Diocesan Bishop in November 2012. Prior to this date, Bishop Larry O. Jones has served as the Assistant Pastor
at Lively Stone Church of God before being commissioned to start a new church in North St. Louis. He served as
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District Elder under Bishop James A. Johnson and as the Chairman and Suffragan Bishop under Bishop Alphonso
Scott. He is the pastor of Greater Grace Church 3690 Pershall Road Ferguson, Missouri which is a part of the
Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Inc. where there are 62 districts.
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